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REMARKS 

Claims 10-24 ore peodlmo. ti me pmasnt applsslfcm. Claims 10-21 ana reefed. 
Claims 22-24 am objected W m feeing dependent upon m rejected -'fea§e daim ;; . 
which would be allowable If rewritten in independent form, including ail Imltsiooa of tie 
base elalm sod any tetemaoiog claims, Appteafo are vary appraeiaive of lie 
Identification of allowable mUjmi matter by itm Bmtmm\ For the fofewtrig waaooa, It 

ovst tl>0 prior art. 

<Mm 10-1.2 ? .17-1 Si and 21 were resected under 36 USO 1 02(e) as doing 
aoikipafod by US Pal Mo. $ f i$4 f Q00 fCtaln s ). (Mm 10*20 woim rejectad yodor 31 
USC 102(a) as feeing anticipated by US Fat. hfo, §,318,146 f SUfK- According folds 
feamfnap Colo and Slil teach the preparation of conjugated lioolele aokfs fCLA*) 
wherein aoonfogafod tfnolele acid eater Is hydreiyaed lo toe presence of aa eo^me, 
Including the teomeratures sod enzymes used in the claimed Inyeoffom 

The rejeefkms are rospectluliy traversed. 

The elalma of foe praseot Ineoratoo col for a process of producing €t,A bf 
sLfolastlng a eooje§sted flneletc sold lower alkyf eater fo bydrofysta In the presence of so 
enzyme to form: a bydrolyzafe of CLA end a lower afkaeob wherein at least a podioe of 
the tower alksnoi Is continuously removed. 
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Rmponm dated June 1 S, 2001 

Reply to Otto aclion of February 14, 200$ 

AfjMge 2 $ toes 1 1-16 of the specification, it slates thai; 

it has surprisingly been found that enzymatic hydrolysis with continuous 
removal of alcohol leads to fatly acids that are free from unwanted 
second ary products , , . * 

Neither Cain nor Sin disclose or teach the novel process of the present Invention 
mmereln CLA alky! esters arc hydrof peel in the presence of enzymes ( wherefn at leasf a 
portion of the lower alkanoi Is contlnuoo sly removed. 

For instance, Cafn discloses that CLA alkyi esters were hydrolyzed in the 
presence of a lipase dissolved in distilled water. The mixture was extracted with a 1 :1 
solution of dieblommefhane and petroleum ether, which was subsequently removed by 
evaporation. See Examples I S and 19, 

SI h discloses treating, the CLA methyl ester reaction products of Example 1 (th 
which crude starting mate were obtained after treatment with a supersffong hase) In 
acetone wch a lipase. After acidification of the mixture with HCi, the aqueous foyer was 
extracted with ether and the combined organic extracts were washed with a saturated 
hlaCi solution. See Example 2 of Sih, 

Nowhere, in either Cain or Sih, Is there disclosed or taught a process of 
subjecting CLA lower alkyl eater to hydrolysis In the presence of enzyme, wherein at 
feast a portion of the lower slkanol Is continuously removed, as called for by claim 10 
and the claims dependent thereon, 

Claims 1CI-24 are there! ore novel and onohvlous over the prior ad. The Examiner 
is kindly requested to reconsider and withdraw the refections, 
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A Noftoo of Aitowonoe of ill of %m sMm m m^mtMfy soloioci If two 
irtoig the Exam;?ier is kirtoiy lotolei to contact Hie undersigned. 
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